
July 18, 2019   

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.  Also in attendance were Brianna and Mike Eggen, Jr., Jerry Hanson and Corey Jacobson.   

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda as submitted.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 2nd meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Board meeting on July 10th as 

submitted.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson brought forward an Affidavit of Lost Warrant for Darrin Pinske.  She stated that Warrant 3661 

had been issued to Mr. Pinske for overpayment of taxes in the amount of $24.41 on November 20, 2017. 

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Affidavit, waive the bond and reissue the check to 

Mr. Pinske.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

A/T Hanson then discussed upcoming Presidential Nominating Primary Election Training with the board.  

Donna noted that this would be a one-day training, offered in two locations, Brainerd and Morton, and asked 

if the board would allow her to close the office so all could attend training together in Brainerd on September 

12th.  It was the consensus of the board that they would prefer the office stay open, and Donna stated that 

she would attend training on September 11th in Morton and Angie and Tammy would then attend training in 

Brainerd on September 12th.   A/T Hanson noted that she would be out of the office the week of July 22nd for 

a much needed vacation. 

At 9:25 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board requesting to set budget meetings for the afternoon of 

August 15th.  He also informed the board that he is looking at WIFI for the entire courthouse complex so 

there would be no dead/drop zone between the different areas of the complex.  He also addressed the board 

with regard to possible purchase of a new copy machine for the courthouse.  David also distributed a 

Revenues/Expenditures Budget Report to the Commissioners for their information regarding the General 

Government Administration Dept and the Board of Commissioners Dept.   

At 9:40 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, announced that the county had hired a new Crime Victim 

Advocate on July 15th.  Danielle Willprecht is a resident of Ada, graduate of UMC with a degree in Criminal 

Justice.  She will start on Monday, July 29th.   

Mr. Cariveau also updated the board on the County Engineer position, recapping that six individuals had 

applied to date, two had been eliminated due to lack of highway engineering experience, two had withdrawn 

and two had been interviewed on July 10th.  Mr. Cariveau noted the next decision was to decide to keep the 

position open and continue to advertise, or decide to hire one of the two applicants who were interviewed.  

Commissioners expressed a desire to make a decision today.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to offer the position of Norman County Highway Engineer to Keith Berndt at a starting annual 

salary of $100,000, with the start date to be determined.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a short break.   

At 10:00 a.m. Jon Large, Interim Engineer, addressed the board with an update on the CSAH 18 bridge 

replacement with the plans for 3 box culverts to replace the bridge.  Mr. Large stated they are currently 

waiting on project memorandum for permanent structure and noted the Wild Rice Watershed District had 

concerns with placement of the center culvert, stating they felt silt should be removed down to the original 

flow line, dropping this roughly a half foot.   

Mr. Large then addressed the temporary replacement of the bridge, noting there were 4 quotes requested, 

and felt they should be back in by July 31st.  Two 8 foot diameter culverts had been ordered, suggesting an 80 

foot bottom across the culverts.  Mike and Brianna Eggen, who live on CSAH 18 just north of the bridge 

expressed concerns and asked questions regarding the temporary replacement and signage, and also 

regarding the capacity of the temporary as well as the permanent structure, stating they felt the WRWD was 

concerned about reduced flow through the culverts and how this might impact their homestead.  Jerry 

Hanson and Corey Jacobson also voiced some concerns.  The board indicated that they wanted to be able to 

get the road open in time for harvest, but also wanted to be sure to take precautions regarding safety.   



The next item on the agenda was an agreement with WRWD for the Hendrum road raises.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the agreement with the WRWD for the Hendrum Road Raise project.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, then addressed the board with regard to two 

applications for maintenance work on drainage ditches.  The applications were for CD 69, signed by Lynn 

Johnson and Rod Olson for spraying of cattails for approximately 5 miles; the second application was for CD 

25, signed by Lynn Johnson and Doug Nelson for spraying of cattails for approximately 7 miles.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve spraying for cattails in CD 69 and CD 25.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Bob then presented an application for maintenance work on CD 75, signed by Brian Visser, Scott Visser and 

Tina Visser, starting in Sect 27 of Strand Twp south of 240th Ave and cleaning into Sect 22 to the north past 

the City of Gary lagoon, may need to go to Co Hwy 19 and lower a culvert on the gravel road.  Commissioner 

Gunderson requested a meeting with those requesting the maintenance as well as the Ditch 75 committee.  

Bob will work on setting up a meeting.   

Bob then updated the board on the CR 36 project, stating the paving was done, and hopefully they would 

start shouldering next week.   

At 10:42 a.m. Jame Brue, County Attorney, and Melora Bergee, DWI Court Coordinator addressed the board 

regarding the DWI Court for Norman County.  They talked about the structure of the program, funding for 

the program, participation in the program and some of the successes of the program.  Commissioner Hall 

made a motion to approve a $5,000 donation to the DWI Court for 2019.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:02 a.m. Galen Cariveau returned to the meeting to report that Mr. Berndt had accepted the county’s 

offer for the Highway Engineering position.   

Commissioner Jacobson left the meeting at 11:04 a.m.  

Tammy Frohlich, Retired Senior Volunteer Program, addressed the board with the statement “Loneliness is 

the new smoking”, stating that a person who is lonely can experience the same health effects of an individual 

smoking 15 cigarettes a day.  Ms. Frohlich went on to report that Norman County has 71 volunteers working 

in the county through programs she administers, putting in 4,992 hours.  Tammy shared information 

regarding some of the programs she works with and the impact this has throughout the county.  She also 

invited commissioners to attend the program at 1:30 p.m. that day at the Log Museum on “Groceries to Go” 

one of their newer programs.   

Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue – $233,804.60  Road & Bridge -- $105,071.05  Building -- $7,083.75 

Public Health -- $5,908.11 County Homes -- $1,341.78  Solid Waste -- $20,330.24 

County Ditch -- $3,602.75 Airport Authority -- $147.28  TOTAL -- $377,289.56 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

There being no further business before the board, Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 11:23 a.m. 

 

 

______________________________________   ____________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 


